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THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF NEW YORK. 
By W. L. G. Joerg. 

Associate Editor, Geographical Review 

The American Geograpliical Society is the oldest geographical so- 
ciety in  the TJnited States. When it was founded, in 1852, there were but  
twelve similar societies in the world. Among its presidentsit has counted 
George Bancroft, the historian ; Henry Grinnell, the staunch supporter 
of Arctic exploration, after whom Grinnell Land was named; Chief 
Jiisticc Charles P. Daly, for thirty-five years the vigorous director of 
the Society’s activities ; Hobtlrt E. I’eary ; and Archer 31. IIuntington. 
Throughout i ts  career thc Society has adhered stcadfastl$ t o  its orig- 
inal objects, which are  to collect and disseminate geographical infor- 
mation by discussion, leetiirw, and publications ; to establish in the 
chief city of the United States a place where may Be obtained accurate 
information on  every par t  of the globe; and to  encourage and assist 
worthy exploring expeditions and research studies. 

I n  pursuance of these objects it has developed a library of 50,000 
volumes and a collection of 40,000 maps, both of which are unrivaled 
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in the western hemisphere ; it exchanges publications with more than 
six hundred kindred associations ; and it publishes a monthly maga- 
zine, The Geographical Review, containing a wide range of interesting 
and authoratative articles. Prior t o  1916 the magazine of the Society 
was called “The Bulletin of the American Geographical Society.” The 
complete set of more than fifty volumes contains, it may be said without 
exaggeration, more geographical material than all other American 
publications of the time outside of government documents. A general 
index to this set has recently been issued. 

Other special publications are : “Memorial Volume of the Trais-  
continental Excursion of 1912 ” (1915), containing numerous papers 
on the geography of the United States by European geographers; “The 
Andes of Southern Peru : Geographical Reconnaissance along the Sev- 
enty-Third Meridian, ” by Isaiah Bowman, the present director of the 
Society (1916) ; and “The Frontiers of Language and Nationality in 
Europe,” by Leon Dominian (1917). Topics that  will be treated in 
volumes under preparation are the relation of topography to military 
strategy in the European war and the foreign colonies of Argentine and 
Brazil, 

Two gold medals have been founded by the Society, the Collum 
Geographical medal and the Charles P. Daly medal. Among those to 
whom its medals have been awarded are Nansen, Peary, Amusdsen, 
Shackleton, Scott, Sir John Murray, William Morris Davis, Ellen 
Churchill Semple, Paul Vidal de la Blache. 

The Society has a growing membership a t  present numbering 
3,900. The annual dues are ten dollars, which entitles each member 
to the monthly magazine and the special volume of the current year. 
Resident members also receive tickets to the bimonthly lectures. The 
home of the Society is a t  the corner of Broadway and 156th St., New 
York City. 

- 

- 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GEOGRAPHY 

TEACHERS. 
By George J. Miller, Secretary. 

The movement for the organization of the National Council of 
Geography Teachers was started in 1914, and the organization was com- 
pleted during the following year. It has had the hearty support of the 
Association of American Geographers and of the American Geograph- 
ical Society. I ts  purpose is to “increase the effectiveness of geography 
teaching in America (a )  by promotion of national educational move- 
ments ; (b) by cooperating in the organization and development of 
state councils; and (c) in such other ways as the oEcers may from 
time to time determine.’’ It aims to accomplish its work through the 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

C
ar

ne
gi

e 
M

el
lo

n 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 0
5:

32
 2

0 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
4 




